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Peace Education Centers’ activities 
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Peace Education Centers’ activities 
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Peace Education Centers’ activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School #30 

Meghrashat village school 

School #40 



Periodical meetings and discussions with principals, teachers and parents from our 
beneficiary schools 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School #29 

School #2 

School #4 



Periodical meetings and discussions with principals, teachers and parents from our 
beneficiary schools 
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School #30 



Activities at Gyumri State Pedagogical Institute 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



In March-May of this year PEC members of Ped. Institute were granted with an opportunity to 
apply their newly gained knowledge and skills in conflict resolution during their internships in 

schools. They conducted open lessons on the topics of “Peace and Conflict”, “Gender and 
Conflict” and others; almost 100 schoolchildren and teachers participated in these lessons. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



After the completion of internships a round table discussion was conducted at the Institute. 
Certificates were awarded to 9 students for conducting best events at schools under the topic of 

Peace and Conflict Resolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monitoring of 7 schools of Lori and Aragatsotn provinces 
 

WFD president Gohar Markosyan and Education Department officer Susanna Ghazaryan 
conducted monitoring in those schools where back in November-December 2008 they organized 

seminars for teachers and  presentation of “Peace and Conflict Resolution Education” 
handbook. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oshakan village school 

#23 secondary school of Vanadzor 

#17 secondary school of Vanadzor 

Monitoring results were quite satisfying. Both teachers and principals are interested in 
integrating Peace Education in their schools. 



“Peace lessons” were conducted in all classes of Voskehat village school and posters were 
prepared. The school administration received the Best School Award and certificate from WFD 
NGO for best utilization of “Peace and Conflict Resolution Education in Schools” handbook as 

well as conducting peace lessons and events for all classes of the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community Centers’ activities  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goghovit village  

Bayandur village 



Community Centers’ activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Krashen village  

Lanjik village 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Musayelyan village  



Trainings with rural men and teenage boys on the topics “Healthy lifestyle, 
STIs and ways of their transmission”, “Sexual maturity” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Bayandur village 

Krashen village 

Musayelyan village 



Trainings with rural men and teenage boys on the topics “Healthy lifestyle, 
STIs and ways of their transmission”, “Sexual maturity” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goghovit village 

Lanjik village 



Talks on Peace and Conflict were organized for various age groups in beneficiary 
villages along with screening of “Zone of Silence” documentary and discussions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This film is about the problem of domestic violence in the Armenian village. Screenings have 
been followed by active discussions, which provided an opportunity to compare the violence 

cases presented in the film with the ones which took place in their own communities as well as to 
criticize and suggest solutions. 

  

  

Bayandur village 

Musayelyan village 

  



2 volunteers from “Birthright Armenia” were working with our NGO in June-July. 
They conducted 2 trainings on dental and heredity issues for youth and children in 

the community centers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  

Bayandur village 

Goghovit village 

Musayelyan village 



More than 170 young people in 5 communities received training on the abovementioned topics. 
Volunteers prepared special posters and presented them to community centers. Training 

participants received tooth brushes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Krashen village 

Lanjik village 



Meetings on peace education integration were conducted with the principals of Bayandur and 
Lanjik villages. In April-May, series of seminars on Peace and Conflict Resolution Education 

were conducted for teachers in Bayandur School and handbooks were also distributed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graduates of Gyumri School #2 Peace Education Center conducted peer-to-peer education for 
more than 40 pupils of Bayandur village school on the topics of Peace and Conflicts, Conflict 

Resolution Skills and Principles.     



On April 21-26 WFD Education Department Officer Susanna Ghazaryan 
participated in another training organized in frames of International Network for 

Peace Education  OMNIBUS 1325 in Istanbul.        
 
 
           



AFGHANISTAN
Guns fell silent in Afghanistan where the 
opposing parties laid down their arms on 
the 21st of September. International troops, 
Afghan soldiers and Taliban militants stood 
down from off ensive military operations in 
support of the biggest International Peace 
Day eff ort that Afghanistan has known 
to date.  Also, many Afghan civil society 
organisations celebrated the day in Kabul 
and 24 other provinces. Th e celebrations 
were welcomed by the people of the country 
and some expressed the hope that in 
the future the eff ects of such initiatives 
prove benefi cial in shaping the minds and 
thoughts of each Afghan citizen towards 
building peace. For more information 
see http://afp.google.com/article/
ALeqM5juT122tpxzw00zDMGiBBy6ZJ_e5g 

ANGOLA
Th e NGO Development Workshop together 
with its partners Catholic and Evangelical 
Church Institutions and Norwegian People 
Aid launched the book “Women as Peace 
Actors” following the non-violent elections 
in Angola. Th e book is a collection of over 
a hundred stories of women who survived 
and supported other people during the 
struggle in Angola. Related events were 
held in six other provinces engaging women 
leaders in collaboration with local groups 
to participate in marches and debates. All 

debates focused on topics related to peace, 
confl ict prevention, women’s role in public 
life, women and citizenship and gender 
equality. 

ARMENIA
In Armenia, the NGO ‘Women for 
Development’ implemented peace education 
and confl ict resolution projects in many 
schools in Gyumri with the objective 
of integrating it as a separate subject in 

the school curriculum. Celebrating the 
International Day of Peace was a fi rst for 
many students and the day was marked 
with great enthusiasm in many schools. 
For some pupils the day felt like a real 
holiday with the school decorated with 
balloons, doves, pictures and posters. 
Other activities included pen-pal projects 
between Armenian and foreign peers, a 
peace parade en route to the schools, during 
which balloons decorated with words on 
peace were given to people on the streets. 
All events received publicity through news 
programmes of local television stations. 

AUSTRALIA
In Melbourne, Australia, members of the 
Peace Network converged at the Aboriginal 
Advancement League Centre on September 
21st, together with representatives from 
diff erent cultural groups and faiths (Sikh, 
Buddhist, Catholic, Baha’i, Islamic, Hindu, 
Jewish, Aboriginal) to celebrate the UN 
International Day of Peace. Th e theme of the 
day was “sharing our space for healing” and 
started with a traditional smoking ceremony 
by the elders. Local artists preformed songs 
and dances, followed by a panel titled ‘How 
do we heal the grief of the nation?’ 

he UN International Day of Peace which is celebrated annually on 
the 21st of September, was commemorated all around the world 

and all throughout the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed 
Confl ict (GPPAC) this year. On this day, the UN call for 24 hours of worldwide 
ceasefi re and non-violence. GPPAC aims to raise awareness for peace building 
and confl ict prevention, for which the celebration of the 21st of September 
on a global scale presents a wonderful opportunity. Th is year we again 
saw an increase in the number of activities taking place around the world, 
and we would like to highlight some of the many inspiring activities for 
which we received reports in this special 21st of September newsletter. More 
information on all events can be found on www.peoplebuildingpeace.org.
By Annabel Meurs
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BANGLADESH
Th e Bangladesh Institute of International 
and Strategic Studies in cooperation with 
Regional Centre for Strategic Studies 
(RCSS), the Sri Lanka-based regional 
secretariat for GPPAC South Asia, organised 
a seminar on the role of media in a culture 
of peace and tolerance. 
Th e National Federation of Youth 
Organisations celebrated by organising 
festivals at both the national and local level. 
A children’s rally, an art competition, and 
an exchange and sharing meeting on the 
importance of children’s responsibilities and 
rights were held among the young people. 
Each child committed him or herself to 
doing at least one good thing for their family 
or country every day. A Wall Magazine 
was created on which students could write 
poems, jokes, messages, and articles. 

CANADA
In Calgary, 75 people participated in a walk 
to the Peace Park organised by Ploughshares 
Calgary, amidst large peace fl ags and 

balloons. Once in the park, they formed 
a human ‘Ban the Bomb’ peace sign. A 
Cherokee spokesperson recalled the eff orts 
made to bring peace, while others shared 
thankfulness to those who work for peace 
and addressed small, local projects within 
Canada as an example of actions we can all 
take. Th e celebration ended with a Tai Chi 
demonstration, backed by inspiring music 
from the Blulite DJ collective. 
 
CAMBODIA
Th e Generation Peace Network represented 
the Philippines in a regional celebration 
in Siam Reap, Cambodia and presented 
workshops there on gun violence and its 
eff ects on youth, and youth peace initiatives. 

Th e main discussions of the fi ve day 
conference ‘Peace, Justice and Reconciliation’ 
focused on the genocides in Cambodia and 
Rwanda, human rights in Guatemala and 
intercultural exchange among youth from 
South East Asia and Europe.

EGYPT
Th e Institute for Peace Studies celebrated 
with a joyful gathering in the Bibliotheca 
Alexandrina with music and performances. 
Th e renowned fi lm star and UN goodwill 
Ambassador Yousra spoke about the 
meaning of peace. Other guest speakers 
held several lectures on the importance of 
dialogue. Over 250 people were present, all 
dressed in white expressing their reverence 
for the concept of peace. 

FIJI - PACIFIC
Th e Suva-based women’s advocacy group 
femLINKPACIFIC, Media Focal Point for 
GPPAC in the Pacifi c, coordinated the 
commemoration of the UN International 
Day of Peace in the Pacifi c region. Th e 
particular focus was on the role of women’s 
media advocacy, the promotion of women’s 
participation in peace negotiations and in 
post confl ict reconstruction throughout 
the region. With their partner the 
Pacifi c Islands News Media Association, 
femLINKPACIFIC launched a media toolkit 
designed to assist media organisations in 
their coverage of the UN International Day 
of Peace. Th is partnership resulted in an 
extended broadcast of femLINKPACIFICs 
women’s Weekend Community Radio and 
the publishing of two International Day of 
Peace articles in the Fiji Daily Post. 

GERMANY
In Bonn, a committee of ten peace and 
development organisations put together a 
programme which included activities for 
all ages. It started with a ‘run for peace’, in 
which 3000 school pupils and students 
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Philippine youth representatives in Cambodia

Th ree thousand students ran for peace in Bonn, Germany

Contestants in the art competition



participated. In the evening, the premiere 
of the theatre piece Th e Defence of Germany 
at the Hindukush was performed, followed 
by a heated discussion concerning peaceful 
strategies for the Afghanistan confl ict. 
 
GUATEMALA
Th e GPPAC regional secretariat for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, CRIES, hosted a 
conference on peace at the Princess Hotel in 
Guatemala City. It was attended by members 
from youth organisations, civil society 
organisations, government representatives 
and former Guatemalan president, Mr. 
Vinicio Cerezo, signatory of the historical 
Esquipulas II Peace Accord. A delegation 
from the Latin American and Caribbean 
Platform, GPPAC and a Guatemalan civil 
society organisation presented a plaque to 
the Guatemalan Vice-Minister of Culture, 
Ms. Elsa Son Chonay, naming Guatemala 
City the “Latin American City of Peace - 
2008”. Th is was the fi rst such award to be 
presented, with plans to make it an annual 
Peace Day event in the region.

INDIA
Th e International Day of Peace was 
celebrated with various events throughout 
India. A workshop entitled “Communicating 
Peace” was organised by the Centre for 
Culture, Media & Governance in collabo-
ration with the Nelson Mandela Centre 
for Peace and Confl ict Resolution and 
GPPAC in New Delhi. At a high school 
in Visakhapatnam, children took part in 
a painting competition for peace, while 
college students at a diff erent school 
participated in an elocution contest for 
peace. Th ere was a walk for peace in 
Chennai, and over 100 students participated 
in a Peace Lamp lighting ceremony. 
Th e Centre for Development and Peace 
Studies hosted an event in Guwahati, 
northeast India. Initiating a broad 
discussion, the participants lit candles 
and sent out peace messages. Peace and 
social activists, former insurgency leaders, 
academics, journalists and development 
experts gathered to discuss the backdrop of 
insurgency and the ethnic strife currently 
affl  icting India’s Northeast. 

ITALY
In Pisa, the Palestinian-Israeli Peace 
NGO Forum hosted a gathering for 150 
representatives from European, Palestinian 
and Israeli peacebuilding organisations and 
other institutions to discuss Europe’s role 
in the resolution of the Palestinian-Israeli 
Confl ict, which was attended by, among 
many others, Prof. Johan Galtung, one of the 
founders of the fi eld of peace and confl ict 
studies. 

JAPAN
In Tokyo, Peaceboat, the GPPAC regional 
secretariat for Northeast Asia in cooperation 
with the United Nations University provided 
an open creative space for the general public 
to exchange on themes of peace and confl ict 
prevention. Highlight of the event was the 
world premiere screening of ‘Soldiers of 
Peace’ – a feature fi lm that seeks to inspire 
and activate people into working for peace. 
Furthermore, the Peace Boat Article 9 
dance team performed a show to share the 
message of Article 9 with the international 
audience. 

KENYA
Th e GPPAC national focal point, PeaceNet 
Kenya in partnership with Voluntary Youth 
Philanthropist (VYP) and other peace-
building partners organised a Peace Caravan, 
which traversed parts of Central and Upper 

Eastern regions for 15 days culminating on 
the International Day of Peace, promoting 
peace and harmony among the communities 
living in the area. Th e Caravan provided a 
rare platform for the youth in the regions. 
Th ey came out in large numbers to openly 
raise and discuss issues aff ecting them. Th e 
GPPAC regional secretariat for East and 
Central Africa, Kenya-based NPI-Africa, 
recorded and aired a radio programme of 
youth and experts discussing peace, and a 
child reading a peace poem. 
Th e Coexist Initiative in Kenya hosted 
an awareness raising event for peaceful 
coexistence in the Kibera slum in Nairobi, 
with group discussion, information and 
distribution of educational materials. 

KOSOVO
Each year World Vision Kosovo organizes 
activities on the UN International Day of 
Peace as part of its Peacebuilding program 
agenda. Th is year they gathered 360 
multi-ethnic youth for a day of celebration 
involving banners, poetry, dance and other 
artistic performances by children aged 
10-15 from 14 schools around Kosovo. 
Th e event was held a neutral venue where 
all participants felt safe to meet, with 
the intention of raising awareness of UN 
International Day of Peace and to celebrate 
their diversity. Th is activity was a part of 
World Vision Kosovo’s ‘Kids for Peace’ 
project, active since 2002, promoting 
peaceful, responsible living to rural primary 
school youth. 

LEBANON
Th e Permanent Peace Movement in 
Lebanon, GPPAC Regional Secretariat for 
the Middle East and North Africa, organised 
educational games for children from 
orphanages, while graffi  ti artists invited the 
audience to help create a six meter painting 
for peace. Th ere were a number of musical 
performances, including one by the Hip Hop 
Messengers for Peace collective. Th is 
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Soldiers of Peace premiere in Tokyo

Peace Award ceremony in India

Guatamala City is named Latin America 
City of Peace 2008



4

project brings together hip hop artists from 
diff erent ethnic and religious backgrounds 
to use their creative power to produce 
positive messages about peace in a way that 
resonates with the younger generation. 

MACEDONIA
Using the opportunity off ered by the 
International Day of Peace, GPPAC’s partner, 
the Nansen Dialogue Centre – Macedonia, 
organised an essay-writing competition 
with a particular focus on improving inter-
ethnic relationships. Th ere was also a Peace 
Run for children from the 5th to 8th grades 
from diff erent schools in the municipality 
of Jegunovce, from both Macedonian and 
Albanian backgrounds. At the event, the 
Mayor of the municipality was present, as 
was the Vice Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Macedonia. 

MEXICO
A peace and earth fair was organised 
by youth organisation Dinamismo 
Juvenil in the Alameda de la Santa Maria 
neighbourhood of Mexico City, with the 
objective of organising an educational 
space for families. Th e event was an 
opportunity to learn dialogue skills and 
refl ect on the situation of the Mexican 
community. Together participants 
discussed diff erent ways to build a culture 
of peace, increase active citizenship within 
their neighbourhood and to promote 
environmental awareness. For immediate 

implementation, there was the tin can 
recycling competition. For every ten cans 
collected, people received a Bonsai tree 
which in turn could be planted in the 
neighbourhood. 

MONGOLIA
In Ulaanbaatar, a public event was organised 
by the GPPAC national focal point Blue 
Banner and Mongolia’s Association 
for Friendship and Peace, which saw a 
very active turnout from local students. 
Th ere were discussions, guest lectures 
and a documentary on Mongolia’s peace 
organisations, followed by a peace concert by 
secondary school students. One of the guest 
speakers was the former President Ochirbat, 
elected through the fi rst democratic 
presidential election in Mongolia. Monks of 
the Gandan monastery conducted a special 
prayer ceremony for peace. 

MONTENEGRO
GPPAC member, the Nansen Dialogue 
Centre - Montenegro and the Ministry of 
Education of Montenegro jointly organised 
a round table at the Ministry of Education 
premises. Th e round table discussed peace 
education and the collaboration between 
civil society organisations and state 
institutions regarding peace education in 
Montenegro. Among the many participants 
were representatives of the UNDP, the 
Ministry of Education and Science, NGOs 
and directors of primary and secondary 
schools. 

 ...... continued: Day of Peace 2008

Children from the Dinamismo Juvenil 
planting a Bonsai Tree

Peace graffi  ti in Beirut

Warming up for the Macedonia peace run



NEPAL 
A Confl ict Sensitive Journalism Workshop 
was organised in Kathmandu by the Nepali 
organisation DidiBahini, in collaboration 
with Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication at Tribhuvan University, 
the South Asia Forum for Human Rights, 
RCSS and GPPAC. It was attended by 
academics, journalists of print and 
electronic media and journalism students. 
During his remarks at the workshop, Mr. 
Madhav Prasad Ghimire, Secretary of the 
Ministry of Peace and Reconstruction, 
pledged to initiate the offi  cial celebration of 
International Peace Day by the Government.

THE NETHERLANDS 
Events took place throughout the country: 
Rotterdam hosted the fi rst Seeds of Change 
Festival, organised by Huis van Erasmus 
and opened by former Dutch Prime 
Minister Ruud Lubbers. Central to the 
festival was the Earth Charter, promoting 
a just, durable and peaceful use of the 
Earth. At the festival, UNOY Peacebuilders 
raised awareness for their Violence Against 
Children and Youth campaign. 
Th e City of Th e Hague organised a large 
peace march throughout the city. All 
International Organisations in Th e Hague 
opened their doors to the public for guided 
tours and information. Among them were 
the International Court of Justice at the 
Peace Palace and the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda. 
IKV Pax Christi held a sold out ‘Night 
of Peace’ event on September 20th, with 
workshops, a poetry slam, musical 
performances, panel debates, and an Ift ar 
meal aft er sunset to break the Ramadan fast 
for both Muslims and non-Muslims.
People Building Peace Netherlands - the 
Dutch coalition of GPPAC - supported and 
stimulated local events by its members, and 
made campaign materials available for the 
day. For example, churches, institutions and 
individuals purchased over 600 rainbow 
peace fl ags from member organisation Kerk 
and Vrede, to be fl own on the 21st. 

NEW ZEALAND
Yoga Unlimited hosted a yoga event 
with an entry donation which went to the 

Peace Foundation. Th is local event at the 
Civic Square in Wellington was part of a 
worldwide eff ort called Global Mala that 
promotes peace through yoga, music and 
meditation. Also in Wellington was the 
World Harmony Run, a global relay that 
seeks to promote international friendship 
and understanding. As a symbol of 
harmony, runners carried a fl aming torch 
passing it from hand to hand, travelling 
through over 100 nations around the globe. 
Th e run in New Zealand took place from 
September 8 until October 5, starting from 
Cape Reinga and fi nishing in Christchurch. 

NIGERIA
Refugee Relief Workers International 
organised a successful seminar to mark the 
International Day of Peace as part of their 
Peace Building Campaign in Nigeria. Th e 
programme with several guest speakers was 
focused on the art of peace and alternative 
dispute resolution in Africa.
Th e Justice Development and Peace 
Commission of the Catholic Church 
and its partners in the 7 states of North 
Central Nigeria focused on the “Economic 
empowerment for women and youth as 
critical instrument toward sustainable 
peace in Nigeria”. Seeing the grave impact 
of food insecurity on the average Nigerian, 
circumstances that particularly aff ect 

women and youth, the celebrations on 
the International Day of Peace aimed to 
raise awareness and to promote dialogue 
between traditional leaders, representatives 
from governmental and non-governmental 
organisations, youth and women leaders 
as well as Bishops and Imams. Drama 
groups and peace songs at eleven locations 
addressed this specifi c issue with great 
success. 

PAKISTAN
GPPAC South Asia and the Islamabad 
Policy Research Institute organised a 
workshop on Confl ict Sensitive Journalism 
in Islamabad, Pakistan. It proved to be a 
great success and received much media 
coverage, for example by Pakistani 
newspapers the Nation, the Post and the 
Daily Times as well as by a local television 
station. In Sargoda, a Peace Day Vigil 
was held in the Time Message Church. 
Th e Funkor Child Art Centre organised a 
mural painting activity for children entitled: 
‘Prayer for Peace for the innocent victims of 
violence’ to raise awareness for the suff ering 
of innocent victims of war and terrorism. 
 
PALESTINE 
GPPAC member, the NGO Middle East 
Nonviolence and Democracy (MEND) called 
for a minute of silence and released 
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Flying balloons for peace

Children celebrate 21 September in Pakistan

Confl ict sensitive journalism seminar in 
Kathmandu

Women’s peace messages in Nigeria



white balloons and white doves as a symbol 
of peace, while the same was being done 
by students in Lebanon, Iraq and Palestine 
on the 21st of September to remember the 
casualties of war in their region. Doing 
this at the exact same time in diff erent 
schools enhanced the feeling of solidarity 
and brotherhood among those in need of 
peace. At the Lazarus home for Girls, 
an orphanage in Bethany, the children 
celebrated the day with MEND and other 
NGOs. Th ey sang and performed for their 
guests and shared a delicious Ift ar meal 
to break the Ramadan fast, prepared by 
the orphanage housemothers. MEND 
distributed gift bags to each child that 
included a magazine about peace and 
nonviolence, pens, a t-shirt with a peace 
motif, and stickers with peace messages.

PHILIPPINES
Th e Centre for Peace Education – GPPAC 
member in the Philippines – organised 
a seminar and workshop on promoting 
interfaith understanding, attended by 
faculty members from Philippine colleges. A 
poster exhibit was held with the theme “no 
longer war and internally displaced people” 
- Th is in relation to the resumed confl ict 
between the government and the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front.

Th e Mindanao Peaceweavers organised 
interfaith prayers, torch-lighting, and 
drumming for peace in Quezon City to 
celebrate the 21st of September. Th ey met 
with Bishop Capalla who promised to link 
the Mindanao Peaceweavers to Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) through the Vice-President of the 
Conference, a Mindanaoan himself, and 
to other Luzon-based bishops. Th e CBCP 
became an offi  cial endorser of the Peace 
Caravan to Mindanao which took place in 
November.

ROMANIA
Th e Peace Action Training And Research 
Institute of Romania (PATRIR) organised 
several events to mark the International 
Day of Peace, with the general aim of 
informing students on peace and confl ict 
issues. PATRIR gave presentations at 
schools about the signifi cance of celebrating 

the International Day of Peace, reaching 
students in 15 diff erent schools. Th eir 
eff orts attracted a lot of media attention, 
and the media itself was a campaign target, 
as PATRIR informed journalists about the 
concept of peace journalism, publishing 
several papers as well as an online toolkit on 
peace journalism. Th e event was closed by 
a fi lm evening showing the Peace One Day 
documentary. 

RUSSIA 
Th rough involvement of the Vladivostok 
member of GPPAC, the Maritime State 
University in Vladivostok, students 
engaged in a tree planting ceremony 
and draft ed a peace education project. 
Th e project included a thematic meeting 
on the role of Article 9 of the Japanese 
constitution in promoting peace in the 
region. Furthermore, the Russian Peace 
Foundation organised a ‘Lessons for Peace’ 
activity which was devoted to war victims 
and residents of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Th e veterans shared their testimonies with 
children about the famine during the siege 
of Leningrad and the nuclear bombardment 
of the two Japanese cities. 

SERBIA
Th e GPPAC regional secretariat for the 
Balkans, Th e Nansen Dialogue Centre 
Serbia, organised a round table titled ‘Peace 
education for a stable society: Cooperation 
between state institutions and civil society 

organisations’ in Belgrade. With qualifi ed 
representatives and experts the discussion 
led to concrete outcomes in the form of 
recommendations for future cooperation 
with the Ministry of Education.

SEYCHELLES
Th e Centre For Rights & Development 
(CEFRAD) organized an open dialogue 
session with a focus on youth visioning 
and empowerment. Th e CEFRAD aims to 
promote respect for human dignity, rights 
and freedoms and sustainable living among 
youth in the Seychelles. To commemorate 
the UN International Day of Peace 
CEFRAD invited youth and adult citizens 
to present and exchange views, opinions 
and recommendations about eff ective 
participation in sustainable development, 
and to ensure the meaningful exercise of 
citizen’s rights and responsibilities. 
Th e activity was conducted with the 
cooperation and support of the Campaign 
for Awareness Resilience & Education. 

SIERRA LEONE
To mark this year’s International Day of 
Peace, the Young Leaders – Sierra Leone 
Network collaborated with Democracy 
Sierra Leone, a coalition of over forty civil 
society organisations working towards 
expanding peace and democratic values 
including respect for human rights, 
public accountability and the rule of law, 
to present an award to Former President 
of the Republic of Sierra Leone Alhaji Dr 
Ahmad Aejan Kabbah. Th e event took place 
at the British Council Hall in Freetown 
to promote peace and democracy in post 
war Sierra Leone with the aim of serving 
as an inspiration to the current president. 
Th e award was presented by the French 
Ambassador to Sierra Leone. 

SOMALIA
Th e Somaliland Youth Development 
Association organised a ceremony for 
over hundred participants to raise 
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Participants of the Somaliland Youth Development Association workshop

Round table organised by Nansen Dialogue 
Centre

Poster exibition at the Centre for Peace 
Education in Miriam College



awareness for the current situation of 
Somaliland. Th e ceremony was offi  cially 
opened by the Vice Minister of Justice 
who emphasised the role of youth in peace 
building and development, about whom 
he said ‘(..) Th ey must acquire the skills to 
move Somaliland forward by transforming 
the arising confl icts into peaceful solutions.’ 
In four working groups, the participants 
discussed the most pressing critical issues 
and produced a declaration presenting 
solutions to the issues. 
 
SRI LANKA
Young Asia Television (YATV), in 
collaboration with GPPAC South Asia 
produced a music video to commemorate 
the International Peace Day aimed at 
inspiring young people to take an active 
stand on peaceful confl ict resolution. 
Music is a bridge between people that 
can transcend diff erences and prejudice 
and unite people, particularly in war torn 
countries. In the case of Sri Lanka, it reaches 
out to a generation that has been born into 
and grown up with violence and confl ict. 
Th e music video was featured on YATV’s 
weekly peace programmes, No War Zone, 
Sathi and Vilippu and is accessible online on 
YouTube and the GPPAC website.

SWITZERLAND
In Geneva, representatives of the diplomatic 
community, local authorities and non-
governmental organisations gathered in 
the Council Chamber at the Palais des 

Nations for an event organised by the 
Non-Governmental Liaison Offi  ce of the 
United Nations Offi  ce at Geneva (UNOG). 
A recorded message from the UN Secretary-
General was shown, aft er which Mr. Sergei 
Ordzhonikidze, Director-General of UNOG, 
addressed all participants. Th e Director-
General highlighted the close links between 
peace, development and human rights and 
stressed that neither peace nor development 
can progress in the absence of meaningful 
disarmament. Members of the United 
National Music Club performed at the 
beginning and end of the ceremony. 
Th e event was followed by the screening 
of the fi lm ‘Th e Day aft er Peace’. 

TAIPEI
Th rough the organization of an academic 
and civil society forum, GPPAC member 
the Peacetime Foundation targeted the 
press and organisations working on 
confl ict prevention, human rights and 
gender to participate in the celebration of 
the 21st of September. Th e event brought 
together participants from both Taiwan and 
mainland China with the aim of reducing 
their defence budgets and examining the 
possibility of potentially incorporating a 
peace article into their constitution. 

UNITED STATES 
Th e International Day of Peace was 
celebrated in numerous places across the 
US. Th e annual peace bell rang during the 
ceremony at the UN Headquarters, while 
in Minneapolis a large Art of Peace festival 
took place with performances, readings, an 

art show and the Peace Art Gallery showing 
works by both American and Iraqi artists. 
Th e event in Minneapolis, organised by the 
Loft ’s Peace and Social Justice Writer’s group 
proved to be a great success. 
An inspirational ceremony was reported by 
Pathways to Peace in New York. It started 
with students carrying the fl ags of all 192 
countries to the Peace Bell outside the UN 
Headquarters, where UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon spoke about peace. Among the 
Peace Messengers were Michael Douglas, 
Elie Wiesel, Jane Goodall and Midori Goto. 
Pathways to Peace works with the UN to 
promote the observance of this occasion 
worldwide. Th ey are currently working on 
having all large calendar publishers enlist 
the International Day of Peace on their 
annual calendars. 
In Arkansas, the Omni Centre for Peace, 
Justice and Ecology experienced a 
memorable day on the 21st of September. At 
the Fayetteville Farmers’ Market on Town 
Square, fl ags of various countries of the 
world were displayed all around the square. 
A press conference was held in the City 
Centre next to the Peace Fountain in the 
morning. Th e goal of honouring a cessation 
of hostilities for the duration of the Day 
of Peace was worthy of their devotion. 
Abel Tomlinson, candidate for Congress 
presented a brief declaration for peace. 

ZAMBIA
GPPAC Media Focal Point for Southern 
Africa, the Network of African 
Peacebuilders, organised a large event in 
Zambia with its media-partner the Media 
Institute for Southern Africa. Th ey held a 
seminar for journalists which was offi  cially 
opened by the Permanent Secretary 
from the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting of the Zambian Government. 
Th e theme of the seminar was ‘People 
Building Peace: the Role of the Media in 
Fighting Xenophobia in Southern Africa.’ 
Cooperation with the media partner 
resulted in large media coverage and 
various broadcasts on radio shows. Th rough 
a mobile-phone campaign, 500 peace 
text messages were sent throughout the 
Southern African Region.
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Multifaith Peace Prayer, Sri Lanka

Cermony in the Council Chamber at the 
Palais des Nations, Geneva

 ...... continued: Day of Peace 2008

Voices for Peace ending the show with songs 
in Minneapolis, MN

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon shaking 
hands at UN Headquarters, New York



REGIONAL INITIATORS

Central and Eastern Africa
Nairobi Peace Initiative-Africa (NPI-Africa)
Ms. Florence Mpaayei
Email: fmpaayei@npi-africa.org

Southern Africa
 Th e African Centre for the Constructive 

Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD)
 Mr. Kwezi Mngqibisa 
 Email: kwezi@accord.org.za 
Western Africa
 West Africa Network for Peacebuilding 

(WANEP)
 Mr. Emanuel Bombande 
 Email: ebombande@wanep.org
Latin America and the Caribbean
 Regional Coordination for Economic & Social 

Research (CRIES)
 Mr. Andrés Serbin
 Email: sanrafaelsrl@fi bertel.com.ar; 

info@cries.org
North America
 Canadian Peacebuilding Coordinating 

Committee (CPCC)
 Mr. David Lord
 Email: cpcc@web.ca
 Alliance for Peacebuilding 
 Mr. Charles F. (Chic) Dambach
 Email: chic@allianceforpeacebuilding.org
South Asia
 Regional Centre for Strategic Studies (RCSS)
 Ms. Geetha de Silva 
 Email: edrcss@sri.lanka.net 
Th e Pacifi c
 Mr. Mosese Waqa
Southeast Asia
 Initiatives for International Dialogue (IID)
 Mr. Augusto N. Miclat Jr.
 Email gus@iidnet.org
Northeast Asia
 Peace Boat
 Mr. Yoshioka Tatsuya 
 Email: yoshioka@peaceboat.gr.jp 
Central Asia
 Foundation for Tolerance International (FTI)
 Ms. Raya Kadyrova
 Email: ft i@ft i.kg
Middle East and North Africa
 Arab Partnership for Confl ict Prevention and 

Human Security
Permanent Peace Movement (PPM)
Mr. Fadi Abi Allam
Email: ppmleb@idm.net.lb 

Western Commonwealth of Independent States
 Nonviolence International
 Mr. Andre Kamenshikov
 Email: akamenshikov@mail.ru
Th e Caucasus
 International Centre on Confl ict & 

Negotiation (ICCN)
 Ms. Tina Gogueliani
 Email: iccn@iccn.ge
Th e Balkans
 Nansen Network in the Balkans
 Ms. Tatjana Popović
 Email: tanyap@sezampro.yu 
Northern and Western Europe
 European Centre for Confl ict Prevention 

(ECCP)
 Mr. Peter van Tuijl 
 Email: info@confl ict-prevention.net
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FUNDING
Th e Global Partnership for the Prevention 
of Armed Confl ict is supported by 
the governments of Austria, Canada, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Ireland, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and 
the United Kingdom. Furthermore, 
numerous NGOs, Institutions and 
Foundations support the network; 
see www.gppac.net for a full list.

CONTACT
European Centre for Confl ict Prevention
Secretariat of the Global Partnership 
for the Prevention of Armed Confl ict 
Laan van Meerdervoort 70 
2517 AN Th e Hague, Th e Netherlands
tel: +31 (0)70 311 09 70
fax: +31 (0)70 360 01 94
info@confl ict-prevention.net 
www.confl ict-prevention.net 
www.gppac.net
www.peoplebuildingpeace.org 

A lot has been happening in the GPPAC 
network since the celebrations of 21 
September. An International Steering 
Group meeting and various thematic 
working group meetings took place in Th e 
Netherlands in October, and a meeting was 
held in Lebanon to prepare for a regional 
conference on nonviolence in 2009. In 
Guatemala a seminar was held on early 
warning and early response and cooperation 
between civil society and regional 
organizations in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Other events, such as a high level 
peace education conference in Kenya and 
a meeting of Georgian and Russian opinion 
leaders in Istanbul, are highlighted in a little 
more detail here.

Peace Education Conference in Nairobi
In its capacity as the GPPAC Regional 
Secretariat for East and Central Africa, 
Nairobi Peace Initiative - Africa (NPI-
Africa) organised a regional conference on 
Peace Education in Eastern and Central 
Africa, “Th e State of the Art, Lessons and 
Possibilities”, in Nairobi, Kenya, from 2 to 5 
December 2008. Th e conference provided a 
forum for sharing experiences from various 
initiatives around the world and raised 
awareness of peace education in East and 
Central Africa. It charted ways for future 
collaboration and networking that engages 
educators, both formal and informal, 

OTHER GPPAC NEWS

Ministries of Education, UN agencies, 
teacher training institutions, researchers 
and civil society groups. Th ere was a 
great deal of interest both from Kenya’s 
Ministry of Education –the Minister 
and many other Ministry staff  members 
attended – and from Ministries of 
Education across the region. 

Th e Istanbul Process: Ways out of 
crisis for Georgia and Russia
With the support of GPPAC, the 
International Centre for Confl ict and 
Negotiation, GPPAC’s Regional Secretariat 
for the Caucasus, organized a meeting 
of prominent Russian and Georgian 
independent political experts in Istanbul, 
Turkey. Th e meeting addressed the 
underlying causes as well as the key 
triggering factors that led to the eruption 
of violence, and possible mechanisms 
for stabilising of relations. Despite 
diff erences in positions and perceptions the 
participants managed to identify commonly 
accepted key process goals. Th e members of 
this unique initiative, all infl uential opinion 
leaders in their own societies representing 
the interests of local constituencies, have 
decided to continue their joint work under 
the title of the Istanbul Process. 

New Issue Paper - Assessing Progress on 
the Road to Peace. Planning, Monitoring 
and Evaluating Confl ict Prevention and 
Peacebuilding Activities
Within the fi eld of confl ict prevention, 
there is still a quest to fi nd appropriate 
methods and ways in dealing with 
planning, monitoring and evaluation. 
Th is issue paper - the fi ft h in a series 
of studies into issues related to confl ict 
prevention and peacebuilding - brings 
together the experiences of academics 
and practitioners dealing with planning, 
monitoring and evaluating confl ict 
prevention activities. It can be 
downloaded from the GPPAC website.

Photo: Th e GPPAC Peace Education Working 
Group in Nairobi, Kenya




