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Activities in the villages organized by the communty centers officers.
Summer camps were organized in almost all the community centers.

Musayelyan village

Reading fairy tales by the volunteers of Lanjik Community Center

Cartoon watching

Summer camp in Torosgiugh village organized by the voluunters
of the Community Center

Watching educational films with the youth

Weekly cartoon watching for children

Reading fairy tales for children
Torosgiugh

Drawing club at the Community center

Attachement 1
"Our Community is Our Home" project at Arpeni village became a success story
In frames of the mentioned project the initiative group comprised of 7 women, succeeded
to fundraise the 30% of the funds necessary for the implementation of the project's first stage
through collecting money from more that 70% of the village families by attending each home
and presenting project goals and objectives. Inspired with this success, the project initiative
group and other community members decided to plan the second stage of the fundraising activities. Additionally, community foundation has been established, which generates its funds
through collecting donations from individual families carrying out family events in the furnished events hall, which was the outcome of the first fundraiser. Naturally, the financial
resources are too limited, but this small success greatly inspired the community and created
belief in their own abilities.
Arpeni's example became a success story, which is being told in all communities. Currently,
project's other beneficiary communities try to not fall behind Arpeni and to replicate this successful experience in their communities.
See about the event on our Facebook page by the follwing link
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.523323034408805.1073741860.15833598424084
7&type=1

Lanjik dance group also participates in the opening ceremony of the Event Hall

Successful community projects triggered private donations. In December independent
expert Zhirayr Edilyan (who was monitoring WFD project in April-May 2013) was able
to fundraise 630 000 AMD, which was donated to Arpeni community through WFD NGO
with the goal of purchasing dishes for the events hall. This is a huge success and can be
a fundraising pattern for individuals.

Attachment 5
Report
On the financial expenditures of the funds raised for Arpeni community events hall
On December 7, 2013 “Women for Development” NGO President Gohar Markosyan received a
donation in the amount of 630 000 AMD from Zhirayr Edilyan to cover the costs of buying
dishes for Shirak province’s Arpeni village events hall. A working group comprised of the
following 3 individuals has been formed for purchasing the necessary dishes: Hrachya
Khachatryan, Arpeni village deputy-mayor, Rita Sargsyan, the project’s initiative group leader,
and Armine Shiroyan, WFD NGO’s community development programs coordinator. After
thorough market research on the prices for the necessary items conducted both in Yerevan and
Gyumri, the following items were purchased in the time period of December 11-14 (see the list
and photos attached).
The total purchase cost was 529 000 AMD. Community members made a decision to spend the
remaining 101 000 AMD on purchasing materials for making 38 benches for the events hall.
Community members decided to buy the necessary materials and to prepare the benches on
volunteer basis. The benches are the only furniture items missing for the events hall complete
furnishing. WFD NGO will follow up on the abovementioned process and will report to the
donors.
Gohar Markosyan
Women for Development NGO President
December 17, 2013

Attachment 6
Letter of gratitude to the fundraising group members
A project, which succeeded to mobilize the village community and people, who have never
even been there…
Arpeni is one of the remote villages of Shirak province, facing all the main issues the rest of
Armenian villages undergo, and one of the 8 villages of the province, where “Women for
Development” NGO is implementing its community development project.
Several months ago, with only 5-6 Arpeni community volunteers’ efforts, “Our Community is
Our Home” project was written as the result of the capacity development trainings. The project’s
goal was to furnish and to purchase dishes for the community events hall. With the active work
and dedication of the volunteers, it became possible to mobilize the entire community, and more
than 50 families participated in the organized fundraiser. 275 000 AMD was raised, and another
275 000 AMD was contributed by WFD NGO. 26 tables and 14 benches were bought for
furnishing the events hall.
Increased participation, participatory approaches in decision making, community mobilization,
etc. These terms are now very familiar and in some way even very fancy. Presently, community
mobilization and increased participation are number one demands for all international
organizations implementing community development projects. However, to be completely
honest, it is worth mentioning that not always are local and international organizations successful
in achieving these goals by really contributing to community mobilization through reaching
tangible results in the process of raising and resolving the community issues in participatory
way.
And here comes another pleasant surprise….
Only a few days ago we have been informed that Zhirayr Eilyan initiated fundraising for
purchasing the necessary dishes for Arpeni events hall. 26 individuals participated in the
fundraiser – people, who have never been in this village, however expressed a will to have their
contribution. With the funds raised, dishes for serving meals to 200 people were purchased.
On behalf of ‘Women for Development” NGO and Arpeni village population, we express our
gratitude to all the contributors for their support to the project.

Gohar Markosyan
President
“Women for development” NGO

Presentation of the project “United we can move mountains” at Lanjik Community
Center
A big event devoted to the 22nd anniversary of Armenia’s
Independence and International Day of Peace took place
today in Lanjik Community Center. The event was organized on the initiative of Lanjik School and the Community
Center Officer Armenuhi Araqelyan. The goal of the event
was also to present to the community members the new
national dresses of Lanjik dance club, which were
designed and sewed in the result of the project “United we
can move mountains” jointly designed by the school and
the Community Center.
The participants of the event wore the national dresses,
they presented songs and poems, thus making good
atmosphere in the hall.
The community members expressed their gratitude to the NGO “Women for Development” for provision of financial support to acquiring the national costumes, mentioning that the dresses inspires
organization of new events and activities. The President of the NGO WFD Gohar Markosyan greeted the community members and thanked them for implementing the initiative, and special thanks
were expressed to Lusine Oleyan, a community member, who voluntarily sewed the dance club
dresses.

Lanjik dance group participated in the event in Gyumri named “Bread Festival”

Another successful project in Arpeni cimmunity - “Children are Our Future”
The initiative group of the Community Center designed a project “Children are Our
Future” with a goal to have a playgroung for Arpeni children, which became a reality
due to an Armenian benefactor.

Attachment 7
Projects which were implemented in the beneficiary communities:
1. Bringing the World Closer to Rural Women project was funded by the Global Fund
for Women. Computer centers were established in Musayelyan, Arpeni, Tsoghamarg
and Toros villages.
2. Women’s Entrepreneurship Development project in Goghovit village was funded by
Timothy Straight, the Honorary Consul of Norway in Armenia.
3. National Traditions Preservation projects in Goghovit, Musayelyan and Bayandur
villages. The projects were implemented on volunteer basis, through the initiative
groups and community center officers.
4. National dance clubs and stage costumes for the children in Lanjik and Goghovit.
Initiative of the community center officers and volunteers.
5. Renovation of the road connecting the villages, Goghovit. Fundraising was
organized, and the road renovation works were carried out by 10 young people from
the community on volunteer basis.
6. “Our Community is Our Home” project in Arpeni resulted in furnishing the
community events hall and purchasing dishes for serving meals to 200 people. The
furniture was bought with the funds raised in the community and WFD NGO’s
contribution; the dishes were bought with private donation.
7. Another successful project in Arpeni community - “Children are Our Future”
The initiative group of the Community Center designed a project “Children are Our
Future” with a goal to have a playground for Arpeni children, which became a reality
due to an Armenian benefactor.
8. Summer camps for school and pre-school age children in Toros, Krashen and
Musayelyan. The projects were implemented by volunteers.
9. Kindergarten in Krashen; community center officer with the support of the parents.
10. Clean up of the spaces and monuments dedicated to the victims of the Genocide,
World War II and Karabagh war in Tsoghamarg and Toros, implemented by
volunteers.

A community event “Good-bye kindergarten” in Arpeni village
The pupils of Arpeni nursery school said good-bye to their kindergarten.
The event prepared through the efforts of Anahit Khachatryan, the teacher, was a real
holiday for the kids.

Continuing computer classes in the villages

1st of September in Torosgiugh village. Community Center’s officer Mariam Ghukasyan
organized a small event to congratulate the pupils and teachers
on the beginning of the academic year

3-month reporting meetings at WFD office with Community Centers’ officers
July 17, 2013 and November 02, 2013

During the reporting period we finished developing and publishing the Strategic Plans of the villages. All 8 beneficiary villages have their Strategic Paper for 2013-2014

ATTACHMENT 8

Seminar on the topic “What is voluntary work” in the beneficiary villages

Final general meetings in all communities
Tsoghamarg village

Final general meeting in Torosgiugh village

Final general meetings in Musayelyan, Arpeni and Lanjik villages

Attachment 9
November 12, 2013
Village Tsoghamarg

Meeting Minutes
Meeting between RA Shirak province village Tsoghamarg and “Women for Development” NGO
Meeting participants: A. Shiroyan, WFD community project coordinator and M. Juharyan, WFD
public relations officer, village mayor H. Tonoyan, community members, teachers and high
school students.
The meeting began with a speech by village mayor H. Tonoyan, followed by a speech by the
community center officer A. Mkrtchyan, which summarized the activities organized in the
community during the past 3 years (the speech is attached).
Tsoghamarg community member A. Harutyunyan also spoke about the community center and
the importance of its activities, which created and environment of unity and collaboration. The
fact that the center was located in the building of village administration was also very important,
as village women were free to visit it and this encouraged them to a great extent. High school
students anxiously await the next meetings, because this is when issues of their interest are being
raised and discussed.
Next to speak was the center activist S. Avagyan, who has never missed a single community
meeting, always came up with new ideas and always advocated for the needs of the village. Next
to speak was L. Asatryan, Tsoghamarg village administration staff secretary and community
center activist. L. Asatryan mentioned that not only the center activities were remarkable, but
also much needed to be continued, because they made it possible to actually resolve issues being
faced in Tsoghamarg; issues such as restarting the operations of the kindergarten, building a
cultural house in the village, renovation of the monument, and others. Activists discussed these
issues and prioritized fencing and tree planting around the monument dedicated to the victims of
December 7, 1988 Earthquake, located in the central part of the village.
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Tsoghamarg Report (The Community center representative A. Mkrtchyan’s speech)
Hello dear villagers! Today we have gathered here to summarize our activities implemented
during the past 3 years.
In May, 2011, “Women for Development” NGO established the community center in
Tsoghamarg village and I was appointed the center’s officer. Village mayor Hovsep Tonoyan
provided one of the rooms of the village administration building for the operations of the
community center, and it was in a very bad condition back then. The room was renovated with
funding provided by “Women for Development” NGO and also with the support of our village
mayor Hovsep Tonoyan and several young people. The center was furnished and turned into a
pleasant space. After completing all these works, it was time to start the community center’s
activities. I must confess that in the beginning it was not an easy task to gather women and
young girls at the center however I was able to succeed in this much earlier than expected.
1. Community center activities started with trainings on community mobilization and its
principles, delivered by WFD NGO project coordinator Armine Shiroyan, and peace and conflict
education, delivered by WFD NGO project coordinator Susanna Ghazaryan. Women and girls
attended these trainings with pleasure. One of the center volunteers, whose name is also Susanna
Ghazaryan, always attended lessons with a bouquet of flowers from her garden.
2. At the community center we had multiple meetings with medical doctor K. Haroyan, which
were very interesting, and through questions and answers sessions women were getting
information they much needed.
3. We had meetings with a psychologist, which were also very interesting and useful.
4. Meetings with an agricultural expert were organized. He introduced new agricultural methods
and tools to the villagers. It is worth mentioning that after applying one of the introduced
contemporary methods for potato cultivation, the harvest increased compared to the previous
years. Agricultural expert Gevorg provided useful advice on avoiding the usage of chemical
fertilizers and cultivating purely organic products. With the support from “Women for
Development” NGO our community also possesses the mentioned contemporary tools.
5. Our own activities in the center began – embroidery and knitting clubs opened. After finishing
several handcraft works, an exhibition of the girls’ art was organized. Guests from Georgia
highly appreciated and complimented the beautiful works by our village girls.
6. A clean-up day involving the entire village was organized, with a slogan – let’s make our
village beautiful and clean.
7. On April 11, 2013 an event honoring our experienced teacher Yeranush Amiryan was
organized. The event was attended by various guests, village administration staff, teachers,
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Double monitoring of the impact of peace education was implemented, which involved more
than 500 pupils and 120 teachers from various provinces.

During the monitoring conducted in a number of beneficiary schools, more than 70% of
pupils mentioned that resolution of the conflicts arising between peers became much easier, and that especially boys rarely apply beating and bullying during the conflicts. All
teachers, without exceptions, highly value the existence of educational and didactic materials in schools. Especially didactic materials/posters, which are on display in the classrooms, which according to the teachers: "are teaching peace and conflict resolution without our direct participation".

In the reporting period, especially great activeness was expressed by schools in Kapan region
(Syunik marz). Instead of initially planned 5 schools of the province, upon request from NIE
and schools of the province, peace education was introduced in all 52 schools. The events and
open lessons were organized in different schools of Kapan and information about one of them
was published at Armenian Educational Portal. All schools of Armenia are its subscribers.
More detailed information about the successful open lesson on the topic “Conflict
Management” can be seen by the following link
http://www.armedu.am/arm/official.php?sec=news&p=1&id=8818
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Teachers’ trainings were organized for more than 175 teachers and vice-principals in 25 schools
in Kapan region of Syunik province, 13 schools in Gyumri, Maralik and Artik towns of Shirak
province and 4 schools in Akhuryan and Azatan villages.

Peace Education was integrated in additional 140 schools in 11 provinces.

On August 1 “Radio Mariam” company hosted WFD NGO President Gohar Markosyan and the
Head of the Educational Department of the organization Susanna Ghazaryan in a live broadcast.
They presented the project “Conflict Peaceful Resolution Education in Schools of Armenia” being
implemented by the organization and answered the listeners’ questions. This is already the third
broadcast in the frames of Radio Mariam, where G.. Markosyan presents to the audience a series
of topics on peace, conflicts and their peaceful management.
http://www.radiomariam.am

A visit of Claudia Hinderer from BfdW to WFD office
June 28, 2013

Monitoring and consultancy from BfdW Mareike Haase
Referentin Gesundheit BfdW and Eva Wiesenecker advisor BfdW. They also had visits to
Arpeni, Tsoghamarg and Goghovit villages
October 9-10, 2013

NGO “Women
Women for Development
Development”
Experience in the field of health in Shirak
region, Armenia 2000-2013

Women For Development NGO

WFD O
WFD:
Organizational
i ti
lD
Development
l
t
WFD was founded in 1997 and since then has been actively
implementing projects in the areas of education, health care,
human rights and youth.
youth
Mission of the organization is to contribute to the implementation
of democratic reforms, poverty reduction, development processes
ongoing in Armenia as well as protection of human rights and
establishment of p
peace in the region.
g

Women For Development NGO

WFD: main strategic goals of the organization

• Mobilization and development of rural communities;
• Institutionalization of peace education in Armenia;
• Development of similar approaches for regional peace-building
and conflict management.

Women For Development NGO

WFD: Health Projects Implemented (1)
• **
The Health care p
projects
j
from 2000-2008 in Shirak p
province,, focus on the
Action Plan of International Conference on Population and
Development /ICPD/ in Cairo, Egypt from 5–13 September 1994/, Chapter
VII Reproductive Rights and Reproductive Health,
VII,
Health Family Planning,
Planning STDs
and HIV/AIDS Prevention and others.
The
h question
i off health
h l h care off the
h entire
i family
f il was mainly
i l on women’s
’ shoulders.
h ld
The previous soviet health care system did not exist. During the soviet health care
system, when community medical workers were equipped with necessary medicine,
medical
di l equipments
i
t andd medical
di l workers
k
andd could
ld provide
id free
f
services.
i
I this
In
thi
situation, it was necessary to raise awareness about transmitted diseases and its
prevention especially among women. If health care services were accessible for
people in the cities,
cities then in the rural communities people often did not have
minimum social economic conditions and did not have basic knowledge, it was hard
to prevent transmitted diseases. This was the main reason why our main target
groups were women and young girls.
girls First of all,
all a research and surveys were
conducted to find out the most urgent problems, and then our team started
implementing projects. ***
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WFD: Health Projects Implemented (2)
• “Raising
Raising Health Care Issue Awareness of Women in the Villages of Shirak
Region” (2000-2002)
• “Raising
Raising Reproductive Health and HIV/AIDS Awareness of the Villages of
Shirak Region (Armenia) Project. ( 2002-2004)
• “Health and Peace Education Among Rural Community, Youth and
Schoolchildren in Shirak Region” (2005-2007)
• “Development of capacity building in the prevention of HIV/AIDS within the
youth of Shirak region Azatan village community” (2007).
• “Creation of Healthy and Peaceful Community in Shirak Region”(2008-2010)

Women For Development NGO

“Raising
“R
i i
H
Health
lth C
Care IIssue A
Awareness off W
Women iin th
the
Villages of Shirak Region” (2000-2002)
Th project
The
j t was implemented
i l
t d in
i 40 villages
ill
off Shirak
Shi k region.
i
Main topics: Tuberculosis, Sexually transmitted diseases (STIs), family planning,
reproductive
p
health etc.
Target: 1000+ women and 60+ nurses participated in the talks at the village medical points
• The research showed that women and young girls had very little knowledge about family planning and
reproductive health care. During the talks we found out that there were women who had 20-25 abortions
during their entire reproductive life. The question of family planning was solved exclusively through
abortions.
Facts:
• 30 % of women have reproductive health problems
• 73% of women were almost “illiterate” in topic of reproductive health care
Results:
• Raised awareness of women on Tuberculosis, Sexually transmitted infections (STIs);
• “Healthy family” centers equipped with materials and first aid medicine established at medical points;
• Close collaboration with Shirak Region Health Department, Medicine Sans Frontiers, Greece, RA
Ministry of Health.
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“Raising Reproductive Health and HIV/AIDS Awareness of
the Villages of Shirak Region”
(2002-2004)
The goal: to raise reproductive health and HIV/AIDS awareness of rural women.
Results:
• 1000+ women and 60+ nurses in 40 villages were the direct beneficiaries;
• “Healthy
“
l h Family”
il ” centers were established
bli h d and
d equipped
i
d with
i h li
literature,
materials and first aid medicine;
• Research was done to identify most urgent topics and problems for women;
• Regular series of talks on reproductive health and HIV/AIDS were organized.

Women For Development NGO

“

Health
l h and
d Peace Education
d
i
Among Rurall Community,
i
Youth
h
and Schoolchildren in Shirak Region” ( 2005-2007)
Goal: to promote participation of Shirak region women, men and youth
in protection of health, and in creation of healthy and peaceful
community.
Target: rural women, men, nurses from 30 villages of Shirak Region and
200 young people
l ((students
d
off Gyumri
G
i State
S
Pedagogic
P d
i IInstitute)
i
)
Results:
• Trainings on reproductive health and HIV/AIDS organized for rural
nurses, separate talks for rural women, young girls and men;
• Special focus
foc s and attention gi
given
en to men
men;
• Trainings of men and youth mainly conducted through peer-to-peer
method.
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“Development of capacity building in the prevention
of HIV/AIDS within the youth of Shirak region Azatan village
community” (2007)
Goal: to assist the formation of positive attitude towards prevention of HIV/AIDS
within
ithi the
th teenagers
t
and
d the
th youth
th iin Azatan
A t community
it off Shirak
Shi k region.
i
Results:
• 100 young men and girls of Azatan village have become aware of the ways of
HIV/AIDS spread and its prevention;
• 20 people were trained as peer educators to spread the knowledge and skills
among their mates.

Women For Development NGO

“Creation of healthy and peaceful communities in
Shirak region” (2008 - 2010)
Goal: to encourage formation of culture of peaceful and healthy lifestyle in most
disadvantaged and poor communities of Shirak region, thereby to contribute
to establishment of peaceful and healthy environment
environment.
Results:
• Community Centers established in 5 villages of Shirak province;
• 500 women, 170 men, 400 young girls and boys have participated in the
discussions and consultations on reproductive health, sexually transmitted
diseases, HIV/AIDS and related topics.

The situation today:
- The health care system became paid- as a result people go to see a doctor only in extreme
cases. Even worse, people who live in poor social conditions try to avoid seeing doctors / 45% of
poverty and 3.7% of extreme poverty/.
-The number of abortion has been decreased in general and in our beneficiary villages in
particular. According to the data of UN Population Fund the contraception use indicator has
increased from 1 per cent (in 1994) up to 27 per cent (in 2010).
-In the community villages of Shirak region, where WFD has implemented health care projects, in
particular awareness raising, family planning and reproductive health more than 70% of participant
women and young girls changed their attitude towards family planning, reproductive health, sexual
ed cation of the adolescents and other related iss
education
issues.
es
- According to the specialists, infertility is a large problem in Armenia.
The results of the research show, that one in five Armenian families are unable to have children,
with doctors saying women's fertility has been damaged by stress and abortions
abortions, while men are
harmed by ill health.
"People from the generation of the 1990s, who during the war [against Azerbaijan] lived in
conditions without electricity, in cold and with constant stress, are now coming to us as potential
mothers It is specifically these women who have problems with getting pregnant
mothers.
pregnant,"" Eduard
Hambardzumyan, director of the Centre of Human Reproduction, said.

The situation today:
-Experts also blamed abortions for damage to women's reproductive capabilities.
"Previously pre-marriage sexual relations did not exist, but you see that now. As a result
of those relations, accidental pregnancy is common, and women try to end that with
abortions, which can have fateful consequences for them,“
Karine Arustamyan, deputy director of the Scientific-Research Institute of Obstetrics and
Gynecology in Yerevan
Yerevan.
-"Around 40 couples come to our clinic every month suffering from reproductive problems. In 70 per
cent of cases it turns out that the man is the cause of their infertility,“
Christina Melikyan,
Melikyan a gynecologist from the Shengavit medical centre.
centre

The situation today:
- Transmitted diseases continues to stay a serious problem in Armenia. Around 300 people die from
tuberculoses each year. The cases of “family tuberculoses” has also become common. During the
past years, 13.5 cases in 100,000 has been increased to 19 cases in 100,000.
- HIV/AIDS . From 1988 to 31 August 2013 1520 HIV cases had been registered in the country among
the citizens of the Republic of Armenia with 228 new cases of HIV infection registered during 2012,
which exceeds the number of HIV cases registered annually in the previous years.The maximum
number of HIV cases was reported in Yerevan, the capital: 573 cases, which constitute 37.7% of all
the registered cases. Shirak Marz follows next - 168 cases, which constitute 11.1% of all the registered
cases. The estimation of HIV registered cases per 100 000 population shows the highest rate in Shirak
marz – 66.9, followed by Lori marz, Yerevan, Armavir marz with the rates of 61.8, 53.7 and 47.5
respectively.
All the individuals infected via injecting drug use were men. As a matter of fact, some of them
temporarily inhabited in the Russian Federation (Moscow, St. Petersburg, Irkoutsk, Rostov, Surgut
etc.) and the Ukraine (Odessa, Kiev, Mareupol etc.) and were probably infected with HIV there. In
addition, the majority of all the HIV-infected males (55.6%) are individuals who practice injecting drug
usage, while almost all the women (98.4%) were infected through sexual contacts.
The HIV/AIDS situation assessment shows that the estimated number of people living with HIV in the
country is about 3500.

Armine Shiroyan and Susanna Ghazaryan participated in a 5-day training “Advanced
Monitoring and Evaluation” organized by INTRAC.
October 21-25, Oxford, the UK.
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On October 21-25 Armine Shiroyan and Susanna Ghazaryan participated in a 5-day training “Advanced
Monitoring and Evaluation” organized by INTRAC (the International NGO Training and Research
Center). The training was held in Oxford, the UK.
The need for participation in this training course drew from the activities of our organization and our
needs. Monitoring and evaluation is a part of our work, and we have a gap in our knowledge and skills in
this area. Especially it concerns the community development part of the project which I am responsible
for and in which we have little experience. From this point of view the training was a real need for us.
The training was organized for representatives of non-governmental organizations and individuals
involved in evaluation work. The goal of the course was to build on participants’ understanding and skills
how to develop sustainable and cost effective monitoring and evaluation processes and practices within
their own projects and organization. The training course also helped improve and enhance existing M&E
processes, as well as develop and implement effective M&E.
The main topics under discussion were:
y
y
y
y
y

Key terms and concepts
Characteristics of good M&E
Methods and Tools for M&E
Approaches and Methodologies to M&E processes
M&E in complex organizations

The information provided during the training, the handouts and the materials are very useful and can be
used in the future work of our organization. At present they are in the process of translation into
Armenian, so as they can be transformed into Armenian reality and used in the work with the target
communities.
A Certificate of Completion is received at the end of the training course.

Armine Shiroyan, Coordinator of the Community Development Component
Susanna Ghazaryan, Coordinator of the Peace Education Component
01.November, 2013

Nesting Peace: The Sixth Summit of the Global Alliance for Ministries and
Infrastructures of Peace
September 14-20 2013, Geneva, Switzerland
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The Sixth Summit of the Global Alliance for Ministries and Infrastructures of Peace was held in
Geneva, Switzerland from September 14-20.
The two day pre-summit was aimed to transfer the non-violent communication methodology
which can be applied in all aspects of life, including and especially in the educational field.
The International Civil Society Network on Infrastructure of Peace organized presentations from
national peace ministries (from Nepal, Ghana, Kenya and Costa Rica, among others) were
followed. This provided a valuable opportunity to receive a first impressions and experience on
how different countries and Governments have addressed the topic of peace building and peace
education. The example of Costa Rica is especially appreciated and educational; a country which
has forwarded the entire budget for army towards peace education and education in general. The
geography of participants was very broad, from North and South America to Europe, and from
Asia to Africa, included civil societies, universities, NGOs and governmental bodies.
The peace education project of WFD was presented during the market, brochures and
informative booklet along with video materials was shared with the participants. Representatives
of educational bodies were impressed by the achievements and success of the peace education
project in Armenia. This opportunity was used to network with different organizations working
towards peace education in their respective countries. Grains of Peace, amongst others, is a
Swiss NGO which has been working on peace education projects since 2005. The NGO
expressed its interest to collaborate with WFD, especially in regards with developing teaching
materials, integrating peace education into the school curriculum, the methodology and
approaches which have proven to been successful in the WFD’s peace education projects.
The Sixth Summit of the Global Alliance for Ministries and Infrastructures of Peace was
especially valuable in terms of learning how peace education has been institutionalized in other
countries, networking with high level representatives of different countries and discussing
common grounds for collaboration and joint initiatives.

Manushak Aslanyan
WFD Project speccialist

Attachment 15

17 September 2013

Dear colleagues,
Welcome to the IPB network!
On behalf of our Co-Presidents Reiner Braun and Ingeborg Breines and the whole IPB
family I am delighted to inform you that your application to join the IPB network was
approved at our Council meeting on September 13 in Stockholm, Sweden. We can now
start to work together, by adding your organisation's background and expertise to IPB's
projects and initiatives. IPB has a very long and broad tradition of peacemaking activities
and with your help we hope to extend it further. Our main programme area is
Disarmament for Sustainable Development (see www.ipb.org)
Materials: I enclose some basic material about the work of IPB and the facilities we offer
(see Membership Info). You may wish to order specific books or other items (see
Publications List). There are many things you can do to help the IPB, as well as services
we can offer you.
Representation: Please bear in mind that each IPB region is represented by a number of
Council members. You may find it useful to contact these persons in order to connectyour
activities with IPB + its members. (Contact Secretariat for list).
Conferences and seminars: every year IPB organises one main conference and sometimes
several seminars, in different locations. Invitations are sent to members. The programme
for 2014 is under discussion.
Publications: Please send us your newsletters and other publications. This is important for
us to be able to maintain our overview of peace movement activity around the world.
IMPORTANT: IPB operates a ‘Yahoo’ email list in order to supply regular information to
its member organisations. If you wish to join this list please send us one email address. Our
monthly e-news letter “IPB NEWS” is sent primarily to members of the Yahoo lists.
Recruitment: We ask each IPB member group to act as an IPB 'ambassador' in its country,
to promote the IPB and improve its visibility. If you know of other organisations who may
wish to join our network please send them copies of our material and the weblink.
Logo
We ask you to consider carrying IPB's logo on your materials/website etc – together with
the by-line:
'a member of the International Peace Bureau network'.

Website and translations: Don’t forget to check our website (www.ipb.org) from time to
time. We are always keen to have materials translated from English into other languages
(please contact our office if you plan to do this). Some brochures/books already exist in
French, Spanish, German, Catalan, Arabic, Swedish, Japanese and Portuguese etc…
Membership Fees: Invoices are usually sent out in the early part of the year.
If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact us. We look forward to a productive
relationship with your group.
With warm wishes
Colin Archer
Secretary-General

Seminar on “Human rights and
Peacebuilding”
July 18-20, Aghveran, Armenia
The Public Relations officer of the NGO
“Women for Development” Marina Juharyan
participated in the 3-day training “Human
Rights and Peacebuilding” which took place in
Aghveran on July 18-20. The duration of the
training is 3 years, and it includes a series of
seminars on the topic “Conflict Resolution and
Protection of Interests”.
The project is being implemented by the joint
initiative of Civil Society Institute, Caucasian
Institute and Norwegian Helsinki Committee.

Attachement 16
Citizens' Participation in Decision Making Process at the Local Level, wokshop organized by The Association of Local Democracy Agencies (France) and
"Local Democracy Agency" foundation
Armenia, 05 December 2013

Contact Dr. Gohar Markosyan
President, WFD NGO
Shahinyan str. 6a, apt. 16
Gyumri 3118, Armenia
Te/Faxl: (+374 312) 33007
Mobile: (+374 91) 430161
e-mail: goharmarkosyan@yahoo.com
web-site: www.wfd.am
Facebook page:
Women For Development NGO

